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On July 13, at UN headquarters in New York, the International Truth Commission was formally
established. The Commission, mandated under terms of the Salvadoran peace accords, will be
responsible for investigating the most serious human rights violations committed by both sides
during El Salvador's civil war. In addition, the Truth Commission will appoint an observer to the Ad
Hoc Commission, formed in May to oversee a purge of human rights abusers from the Salvadoran
armed forces. Truth Commission members are former Colombian president Belisario Betancur,
former Venezuelan foreign minister Reinaldo Figueredo, and US national Thomas Buergenthal,
former chief of the Inter-American Human Rights Court. On July 14, Commission members arrived
in San Salvador where they were received by foreign diplomats, and delegations representing
the government, political parties, the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN), and
human rights and religious groups. During a press conference at the airport, Figueredo declared
that, "We are aware of the importance of the mission and of the expectations it has generated
among the Salvadoran people." In statements to reporters, Salvadoran Vice President Francisco
Merino said that the Commission "will make it possible for Salvadoran society to be protected in
the future from a repetition of the acts of violence that shook the country for so many years." Miguel
Castro, a leader of the Intergremial trade union coalition, said that "it is very important for the
Commission to play a positive role in favor of human rights and for an end to military impunity in
this country." The Commission will conduct a preliminary inquiry before drawing up a list of the
human rights violations it will investigate. However, it is expected that the March 1980 murder of
Archbishop Oscar Arnulfo Romero, as well as the massacres in Sumpul and El Mozote in 1980 and
1981, respectively, will be among the cases to be investigated. The Commission, which will work
with a team of 20 officials, has six months to conduct its investigations. When investigations are
concluded, the Commission is to submit a reoprt to UN Secretary General Butros Butros Ghali.
(Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, Agence France-Presse,
07/14/92)
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